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1. I am the Chief Executive Officer and a co-founder of Meetup, Inc., the 
Assignee of the above-identified patent application, and am therefore qualified to speak on the 
commercial success and industry needs that are met by the claimed invention. 

2. The claimed invention, as embodied by the currently pending independent 
claims, has been successfully commercialized by Meetup to create one of the world's largest 
network of local groups. The claimed invention is conducive to bringing together individuals 
who share similar interests in similar geographic areas. A third-party description of the claimed 
invention is set forth in the articles of Exhibit A. Meetup was founded with the mission of 
revitalizing local community and helping people around the world self-organize. Since its 
inception, Meetup has successfully commercialized the claimed invention to enable individuals 
to organize a local group or find an existing local group to engage in real world face-to-face 
interaction. The claimed invention covers a wide range of diverse interests and geographic areas, 
as is demonstrated by the various topics on the site's front page, http://vAvw.meetup.com . The 
claimed invention facilitates groups such as the Manhattan Boston Terrier Owners Group, the 
Hyderabad, India Outdoor Adventure Club, the Vancouver, Canada Klingon Language Group, 
which are discussed in the articles of Exhibit B. The claimed invention was recognized for its 
grassroots organization capabilities, as evidenced by it allowing about 190,000 individuals to get 
together with fellow supporters months prior to the 2004 Iowa caucuses {See Newsweek article of 
Exhibit C). The claimed invention also complements other social networking technology, such 
as MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter, but expands on their on-line aspects by providing 
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sophisticated tools for creating and managing off-line, real-life, in-person interaction between 
individuals. For example, as recently described in a Fortune article of Exhibit C, Meetup has 
developed a technology that enables any third-party website to embed a widget that can be used 
by visitors to that third-party website to self-organize and create events, thereby further 
expanding the social networking spectrum. 

3. The claimed invention, as embodied by the currently pending independent 
claims, was first commercialized in June of 2002 as a website publicly accessible at 
http://wwwaneetup.CQm . The website has aroimd 16 million visitors per month and over 7.5 
million members. At present, the website offers groups in around 6,200 cities and members in 
around 49,000 cities (equated to "geographic locales" in the claimed invention). There are 
around 80,000 groups (equated to "chapters'' in the claimed invention) that cover the 
aforementioned topics with respect to one or more geographic locales. There are around 240,000 
monthly meet-ups (equated to "in-person gatherings" in the claimed invention) with around 2.5 
million RSVPs placed each month by members for corresponding meet-ups. The claimed 
invention provides for revenue streams derived from various sponsorship opportunities 
associated with the Meetup.com website or the meetups. Meetup, Inc., operating the claimed 
invention, as commercially embodied, currently employs approximately 65 staff members. 

4. The claimed invention, as embodied by the currently pending independent 
claims, has been recognized by the industry via various awards attributed to it {See Exhibit D). 
For example, iii 2004, the claimed invention was recognized with the Webby Award in the area 
of web poUtics. Specifically, the claimed invention was recognized for its ability to efficiently 
organize political gatherings or other social awareness events. Also in 2004, Scott Heiferman, 
CEO, co-founder of Meetup, Inc., and co-uiventor of the claimed invention was awarded the 
MIT Innovator of the Year award with respect to the claimed invention. The claimed invention 
was Hsted on Time magazine's Ust of the "50 Best Websites of 2004.'' The current and future 
potential of the claimed invention has been recognized by preeminent venture capital investors 
and leading internet companies such as eBay.com who have purchasedsignificant equity interests 
in Meetup, Inc. m 2006 {See Bloomberg Businessweek article of Exhibit D). 

5. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be tme, and further 
that these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under § 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopai'dize the validity of the application 
or any uatei^ issued thereon. 



^cott Heiferman 

Chief Executive Officer of Meetup, Inc. 
Date 
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Meetup.com encourages face-to-face interaction 

Local Bay Area Meetups break the electronic barrier 



USF MMJ: Shana Johnson 




"wesley wiiliams occupies himself while his mother, Sara Williams, and Abby Eastman strike a yoga pose while ! <j j>j 
attending a Yoga Parents Meetup in Riverview. 



By ALEXIS CHAMBERLAIN and NELSON VAZQUEZ 
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Tampa - Most people start their day 
with a cup of coffee and rush-hour 
traffic, but former photography 
teacher Jeff Donald spends his 
mornings chatting with friends and 
taking photo walks. 
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Finding a happy medium between 
"new school" technology and "old 

school" socializing, sites such as Meetup.com, Tweetups.org and 
Facebook's events pages offer ways for people to find out about events 
in their communities with the intention of face-to-face interaction. 

In between shooting as a professional photographer. Donald runs three 
groups through Meetup.com: the North Pinellas Photography Forum, the 
Tampa Photography Forum and Tampa Adventure Photo Tours. The 
groups have more than 800 members who meet 30 to 40 times a month. 

"I discovered Meetup.com by accident and, in many respects, it's sort of 
changed the direction of my life," said Donald, who found the site while 
helping his wife look for some activities. "If s almost a full-time job 
organizing and actually leading and running the events. I do it all 
through Meetup because it offers so many more opportunities as far as 
marketing and publicity. " 

Inspired by the book "Bowling Alone: the Collapse and Revival of 
American Community" by Robert Putnam, Meetup.com was created in 
2001 to encourage social interaction. It has 6.1 million members and 
180,000 monthly Meetups in more than 45,000 cities based on 28.000 
topics. 

"What's good about sites like Meetup.com is that it's not primarily a 
virtual group." said Joseph Vandello. a professor of psychology at the 
University of South Florida. "They bring people together that otherwise 
wouldn't interact. It's just a starting point for real-life interaction." 

Meetup.com allows users to search by ZIP code and interest, generating 
a list of events within a 1Q0-mile radius. Meetup topics vary, but can be 
as specific as the New York Jets Fan Club of Tampa Bay. Hillsborough 
County Conservatives or Tampa Bay Clicker Trainers, for example. 

Former teacher Maria Chapin has been with Donald's group since its 
start in 2008. 

"I think sites like Meetup are a fabulous idea. In the past, if you wanted 
social interaction, you had to go out and find a club to join groups and 
events like these just weren't as available as they are through the 
Internet today." said Chapin, a member of Donald's North Pinellas 
Photography Forum and Tampa Adventure Photo Tours. "I think, with 
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"Social media has its advantages and disadvantages, but it does help to 
create communities in new ways." said USF mass communications 
professor Kelli Burns, a social media expert. "Meetup allows people to 
find people who would never find each other in the regular world. If s 
begun to change interpersonal communication." 

Donald views that change positively, 

"What my group has enabled is I can now tap into the wealth of 
members and people who share a like interest," said Donald, who is 
planning photo tours to Kenya and Yellowstone National Park, 

Bruce Sharp, organizer of Tampa Scuba Diving Group, found the site 
through a friend and has been running his group for four years. 

"Amazing things can happen when a group of people get together who 
share a common interest." said Sharp, whose group meets several 
times a month. "In our busy times, we all too often put work in front of 
everything else and It makes it difficult to meet people and follow the 
things we enjoy." 

Sharp's favorite part of his group is taking people to new dive sites and 
seeing his members become skilled divers. 

Facebook has started a new trend in RSVPing for an event - people 
have begun to base head counts off of the "attending," "maybe 
attending" and "not attending" portions of an evenf s page. 

"Using Facebook events to let friends become aware of activities is a 
good recruiting tool." said Daniel Gonzalez, social chair of USF's 
Mexican American Student Association, who uses Facebook to organize 
and promote Its events. "Since everyone uses social media from day to 
day, if s just easier to use Facebook to connect with friends." 

Tweetups-org, an events networking site of Twitter users, focuses on 
careers, encouraging people to make new contacts within their field and 
enhance their career by networking over drinks. 



http://northeast2.tboxom/content/2010/mar/03/091628/meetiipcom-encourages-ft^^^^ 



Meetup.coin encourages face-to-face interaction 



Page 4 of 9 



"The danger with the Internet today is that people get too comfortable 
with virtual interaction and never want to leave their living room, but I do 
think sites like Meetup are the best of both worlds — it allows you to find 
someone locally who may share the same interests as yourself," said 
Vandello. "You know, for instance, if you're into dressing your cat up like 
a Star Trek character, you'll find someone else out there that does the 
same — it brings people together." 

Alexis Chamberlain and Nelson Vazquez are multimedia journalism 
students at the University of South Florida. 
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Columbians get involved with meetup.com 
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Members of Coffee and Games and More, a Meetup group, share a laugh as they try out the board game 
Rummlkub for the first time June 27 at It's a Grind coffee shop. From left are Christine Goyette. Pamela You. 
Colleen Brown, Kate Brown and Greg Leonard. The group has been meeting and playing games since 
November. "We always laugh so much, we always have fun." Leonard said. \ vman esparza 

BY AM JUNG 

COLUMBIA — When Christine Goyette moved from Germany to Jackson, Mo., in 
2006, she laiew one person: her husband. 

"It was really hard for me to have left Germany and to come here not knowing 
anybody, and to basically start from ground zero," she said. 



I Meetup.com groups 

r 

\ Columbia Law of Attraction 
Meetup Group 

a 34 members 

■ lawofaltraction.meetup.com/776 ^ 

Columbia Raw Fooci Meetup 
Group 

m 72 members 
m Organized by Jane Smith 

■ Plione: 876-8787 



Goyette decided to take initiative, meet people 
and make friends in her new hometown. 

"I loiew when we moved I needed to find a 
different way. ... I did some research when we 
moved, tiying to find a way to meet people in 
town and find something to do," she said. 

She discovered meetup.com, a Web site dedicated 
to interaction all over the world. Founded in 
2002 in New York City, the social networking site 
allows people to locate others with common 
interests in their communities. 

The goal is to revitalize the sense of community 
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Columbia Atheists 

■ 47 members 

■ Organized by Greg Lammers 

■ Phone: 289-7633 

I 
\ 
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Atheists-Meetup-Group/ J 

i 
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■ Organized by Brennan 
VanMatre 
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around the world using technology available to 
many people. 

Three inventive Internet enthusiasts — Scott 
Heiferman, Matt Meeker and Peter Kamali — 
were inspired to create Meetup.com after reading 
Robert Putnam's "Bowling Alone/* 

The 2000 book describes a nation of citizens who 
have disengaged from community interaction. 
Putnam, a Harvard political scientist, argued that 
Americans have backed away from voting, serving 
on committees and participating in other group 
activities. 

Heiferman and his friends decided they could do 
something to cliange that, to give people a way to 
reconnect. 

"Meetup is not about virtual relationships, but 

face -to -face, honest-to -goodness interaction 
between neighbors," the Web site states. 

This is just what Goyette and millions of others 
around the world are a pait of. 

The site readies more than 11,000 cities 
worldwide, with 5.7 million members 
participating in groups eveiy week. More than 
8,000 topics are available. 

Columbia has 25 meetups on subjects that 
include the arts, business, hobbies, culture, 
health, education, technology, science and sports. 
There are places to discuss politics and reUgion, 
rubber stamping and raw food. There are groups 
for singles, dog lovers, ItaUan speakers, atheists, 
bikers and those who practice witchcraft. 

Colleen Brown founded the Coffee and Games and 
More meetup in November. The group meets on 
Saturdays in a back room of It's a Grind to play 
Jenga, a game of stacking wooden blocks in 
towers. 

"It is an activity that doesn't put too much 

pressure on someone in terms of requiring that 
they talk or interact with strangers," Brown said. 

In January-, Goyette founded a meetup group for 
fans of Byron Katie, and in March, she co- 
founded a walking and hiking group. Both had 
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I Columbia Dog Lovers Meetup 
I Group 

I ■ 151 members 

I ■ Organized by Kim 

\ 

j a activedogs.meetup.com/98/ 

Boone County, MO; 
Libertarians and Campaign 
I for Liberty 
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i 

I ■ Organized by Glenn Nielson 
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i ■ E-mail: , 

I chair@boone, lpmo.org > 

s \ 
f I 

I m Website: booneJpmo.org/ I 

i f 

\ m meetup.com/Boone-County- 
Missouri-llbertarians/ 



immediate success in gaining membership, she 
said. 

Additionally, she has joined six more groups, 
including a raw food collective and Coffee and 
Games and More. 

They have become a source of both activity and 
interaction with real people in the commimity, 
she said. 

"It is great to see people getting together outside 
of their homes to come together as strangers and 
really transform into a group," Goyette said. 
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Let's get together 

By Bonnie Bauman (Contact) 
Monday, 3uiy 27, 2009 



Post on Twitter 



Share on Facebook 




INTERNET SOLUr IONS: Cindy BmvdU). who nms a ho')ie 
based business <^s a J wee Plus representan'je. creeled i) 
Meetup group called the Baton Rouge Business Net^vorking 
Meetup Group, which boasts ^ ? members and meets 
average of once a month at Capital Region restaurants. 

at Capital Region restaurants to discuss such 
ies, client relations and improving presentation 



When Cindy Bravata, who runs a home-based 
business as a Juice Plus representative, nnoved 
to Baton Rouge from New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina, she was looking for a way to 
network with other people who are self- 
employed. Twenty years ago, this might have 
posed a challenge. But, in the age of the 
Internet, It was simply a matter of logging on 
to Meetup.com and organizing the group 
herself. 

Today, Bravata's group, the Baton Rouge 
Business Networking Meetup Group, boasts 41 
members and meets an average of once a month 
things as networking, business promotion strateg 

skills. 

"It's a way to come together with a group of people who have the same mission of success that 
you have," says KIna O'Neal, assistant organizer of the Meetup, 

Bravata's group is one of three focused on business or professional networking in Baton Rouge. 
While the number is small compared to that of larger cities-Los Angeles has 443 and New York 
City 746-observers say the number is sure to grow as the social-networking trend increases. 

Indeed, small-business owners, entrepreneurs and self-employed individuals continue to represent 
the largest categories inside Meetup, says Andres Glusman, the vice president of insights and 
strategies at Meetup Inc, 

^^Anyone who has ever tried to run a small business or start a business as an entrepreneur knows 
that it's really, really hard to run a business/' he says. "And what groups are finding is that it's 
beneficial to talk to others who are going through what they're going through and exchange ideas, 
leads and share information." 

Launched in 2001, Meetup is a social- 
networking site that enables people who 
share common Interests to find one another 
and organize face-to-face meetings at various 
locations around the world. In addition. 
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Meetup.com allows groups to communicate 
with members in between meetings. 

"The key idea with Meetup is that it basically 
gives people the power to self-organize into 
local groups around things that are important 
to them," Glusman says. 

The variety of Meetup groups that exists 
today is seemingly endless. There are groups 
that focus on the environment, politics, 
parenting, food, wine, movies, hiking, 
reading, chess, Star Trek, entrepreneurship, 
real estate, Harry Potter, small business 
ownership, pets, religion, writing, nursing, 
health, fitness, fashion, organic gardening 
and clam chowder [fans of both New England 
and Manhattan clam chowders are welcome 

to attend meetings]. 

For its part. Baton Rouge has 47 Meetup groups that focus on a variety of interests, including a 
supper club, pug lovers' group, natural childbirth group, mommy's day out, tot play group, 
Spanish language group and the "Louisiana Society of Wiccans." There's even a Meetup focused on 
organizing and running a Meetup. 

Of the roughly 60,000 Meetup groups around the globe, 14,000 are business-related, Glusman 
says. And that number is growing daily. Glusman believes the economic downturn is playmg a role 
in that growth, 

'^In these tough economic times," he says, "People don't want to wait for other people to create 
solutions for them, so they're turning to each other and creating solutions for themselves." 
In addition to joining a group to network and sharing business strategies and ideas, Meetup Inc. 
encourages businesses to reach out to groups that are related to their business and offer to 
become a "sponsor." For example, a pet supply business might offer to become a sponsor of a 
popular pet lovers' group. 

"It's the same idea as a business offering to sponsor a little-league team," Glusman says. "It often 
creates a really strong way for businesses to develop much deeper relationships with people in 
their neighborhood." 

Sponsors are invited to support local Meetup groups by providing anything from financial support 
to a place for their group to meet to samples of their products to distribute to members. In return, 
In addition to other tie-ins, groups can display the sponsor's logo on their Meetup pages. Meetup 
Inc encourages interested sponsors to connect with the Meetups themselves and work out their 
own terms. If they want to sponsor 50 or more Meetups, they are invited to contact the Meetup 
headquarters in New York for help. 

But Glusman says, Meetup cautions group organizers to properly vet the potential sponsor's 
interest in the group and not allow them to inappropriately contact or spam their membership. 
For its part, one of Baton Rouge's three business-related Meetups has quite a few sponsors. The 
group is called the Baton Rouge Film, TV, Theatre, and Music Industry Meetup Group, and is 
actually one of the more established business-related groups. 

The group, which started in 2005, has 1,285 members and has held more than 90 meetings, is 
open to members who are employed in the film, television, theater and music industries. In 
addition to organizing in person meetings locally, the group, through e-mail blasts and its 
message board, announces casting calls, crew calls, classes, shows, screenings and openings of 
new related businesses. It also posts newspaper articles about what productions are coming to 
town, what companies are hiring and what government is doing to protect its industries, among 
other things. 
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The third Baton Rouge business-related Meetup, the Baton Rouge Real Estate Investor Group, was 
organized in November 2008, This group, which to date Is made up of 68 ^^aspirlng real estate 
Investors/' promotes free training classes. According to its Meetup page, it's designed for 
"investors who are already doing deals and those who want to learn how to, as well as realtors, 
contractors, loan officers and others who provide real estate services." 

GROUP SESSIONS 

The types of number of Meetup groups in the Capital Region: 
Group— Number of groups 

Hobbies--6 

Parenting and family— 6 
Arts and entertamment— 5 
Social— 5 

Health and support-4 
Business and career-3 
Religion and beliefs-3 
Communities and lifestyles— 2 
Politics and activism— 2 
Cultures and languages— 1 
Education-1 

Internet and technology— 1 
Pets and animals-1 
Sports and recreation-l 
TotaI-47 

SOURCE: Meetup.com 
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A gathering of Boston terrier owners in Manhattan was organized through Meelup.com. "It's fun for him. it's fun for us," 
said Karineh Gurjian-Angelo, who was there with Bono and other dogs. 
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To those who did not know, the two dozen or so Boston terriers and 
their owners who descended on Carl Schurz Park on the Upper East 
Side of Manhattan on a recent sunny Saturday afternoon seemed 
just a curious coincidence. 

"We thought something must be happening," said Emily Warren, 12, 
who lives nearby and encountered the group during a regular walk 
with her father through the park^ which sits along the East River. 
Their dog Max, a 2-year-old Boston terrier, happily commingled 
with his brethren. 



In fact, it was a planned gathering of members of the New York Boston Terrier Meetup 
Group, which uses Meetup.com, a social networking Web site, to arrange for monthly 
excursions to dog runs around the city. 

The terrier club, which claims 400 members, is just one example of how Meetup.com 
allows users with shared, sometimes eccentric, interests to move beyond interacting in 
the "virtual world" and actually meet in person. Within a 25-mile radius of Manhattan, 
for example, nearly 4,000 groups have formed on the site since 2002 — connecting table 
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tennis enthusiasts, birdwatchers and lovers of Rummikub, a board game. 

Meetup.com was founded in 2002 by Scott Heiferman, who was running an online 
advertising agency. He believed that New Yorkers craved a greater sense of communit)^ 
after the 9/11 attack. The inspiration for the site was "Bowling Alone," a popular book by 
Robert P. Putnam, a Harvard political scientist, which chronicled the decline of 
American civic life. 

"We believe in the power of self-organized groups to improve lives and even change the 
world," said Douglas Atkin, whose title at Meetup.com is chief community officer. "We 
build the software and get out of the way/' Mr. Atkin himself is one of 28 members of 
the Brooklyn Beagle Brigade. 

Promoting personal, real-life contact is one way Meetup.com, whose offices are in Lower 
Manhattan, differentiates itself from other popular social networking sites, like 
FaceboQkrCom or Myspace.cQm. 

"There's no inherent reason why other Internet sites — or even pre-Internet — why 
quirky people couldn't get together to share their interest," said Thomas H. Sander, who 
runs the Project on Civic Engagement at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government with 
Professor Putnam. 

"Meeting at a bar week after week or a dog run with dog owners increases the chance 

you'll form friendships," Mr, Sander said, who is intrigued by Meetup .corn's 
combination of what he described as "high-tech and high-touch." 

For most members of the Boston terrier group that Saturday, making friends seemed 
secondary to giwng their pets a chance to frolic with fellow terriers. 

"I know the names of the dogs better than the names of the people," said Karen Rogers, 
36, whose 3 -year-old terrier, Beanie, was her inspiration for forming the group. "When 
Beanie's playing with other Bostons, if s different because she can be herself and really 
roughhouse." 

Ms. Rogers, who lives on the Upper West Side and worl« for an office furniture dealer, 
relies on Beanie's hot-pink harness to tell her apart from the pack. 

The group is sustained by a devoted handful of terrier owners who show up every month 
for the play dates. For some it is a welcome chance to get off their computers and meet 
people face-to-face. One of the regulars, Karineh Gurjian-Angelo, a photographer, shows 
up with brindle-coated Bono. She lives in Queens, where, she said, well-maintained dog 
runs are difficult to find. "It's fun for him, it's fun for us. The rest of the time he has to 
be on a leash," she said. 

Before Meetup.com, people tended to expand their social networl<s through church 
membership or neighborhood associations. 

"If I move to New York and know no one and I'm a poodle owner or British expat or an 
animal lover, I can sign on to a Meetup and find a way of meeting people who share 
those interests even if I know no one in New York City," Mr. Sander said. 
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James Jenkin, 38, was also at the park with his partner, Shannon Cane, and their dogs. 
Both men recently moved to Brooklyn from Australia and have gone to the last three 
Boston terrier gatherings. "The phenomenon of being able to see 20 to 30 Bostons at a 
time is part of the appeal," Mr, Jenkin said. "Maybe making friends will happen the 
longer you come to these things." 

But Danielle Bufalini, 29, deputy editor of Daily Candy, an online newsletter, who was at 

the same play date, was a little war>' of going, so she brought along two friends. All sat 
huddled together on rocks in the middle of the pebble-covered dog run. 

"I'm not going to Meetup without anyone else," said Ms. Bufalini, whose Boston terrier, 
Huck, was content to socialize. "It seems strange to be that dog-crazy." 

» r s - =r - » ; : , More Articles in New York Region » 

Get the full newspaper experience, anci more^ delivered to your ftAac or PC. Times Reader 
-2.0: Try it FREE for 2 full weeks. 




Bostftn Terrier Warning 

The Important Things You Should Be Told About The Boston Terrier. 
www.boston-terrier-world.com 



Past Coverage 

• CYBF-RFAMIIJAS; See Spot Run, vSce Where He Went. (July 3, 2008) 

♦ CYBERFAMILIAS; Hey Spot, You've Got Mail (December 6, 2007) 

■ Report of Cancer Hurts Maker of Chip Implants (September 11, 2007) 

« INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS; Japan, Home of the Cute and Inbred Dog (December 28, 2006) 
Related Searclies 



Dogs 


Q 


Get E-Maii 






Alerts 


Computers and the Internet 


a 


Get E-Maii 






Alerts 


Meet up. com 


Q 


Get E-Mail 






Alerts 


Upper East Side (NYC) 


Q 


Get E-Mail 




Alerts 



INSIDE NYTEVIES.COM 

U.S. » FASHION & STYLE » 




A Golden Gate 
Fantasy on the 
Kansas Prairie 



A City Gets Its 
Groove Back 



OPINION » 



HOME & GARDEN » 



Bloggingheal^ 



Hooray for 
Lobbyists! 

Politicians often 
portray lobbjists 
as a scourge on 
Washington. Can 
lobbying be good 
for tlie country? 



Furniture Takes a 
Manly Turn 



OPINION » 




A 



/ 



Jimmy Carter: North 
Korea Wants to 
Negotiate 



! 
j 

i 



j 



i 



1 
I 



I 

j 

I 



i 

I 
1 




Boutique Publisher 
Names New Chief 



IUtp:/Avw\v.nytimes.com/2008/08/24/nyregion/24meetiip.htnil?_r=l &fta=7[9/l 6/20 1 0 7:00:27 PM] 



The Hindu : Ufe & Style / Leisure : Let's meet up 



^\rchives Subscriptions RSS Feeds Site Map ePaper Mobile Social 



1 tltj 




HINDU 



Home News Opinion Sport Business Arts Life & St>^e S & T Education Health Classifieds Today's Paper Topics 

FASHION FOOD HOMES & GARDENS KIDS LEISURE A^ETO)PLUS MONE\^ & CAREERS MOTORING NXG RELIGION SOCIETY TRAVEL yOllTH 
LIFE & STYLE LEISURE November 24, 2009 



Let's meet up 



SANGKETHA DlWl DUNDOO 



SHARE PRINT T+ 




A biking trip to bangalore by Hyd clubbers and backpacking group. 



RELATED 



Clubbing, adventure^ traveh yoga, saha or shaving nnles on your i~ 
phone, ihrre are onlme mcc( -up groups for every aei iviiy varried 
oui offline, finds Sam^eeiha l^evi Dimdoo 



On November 28, a group of adventure enthusiasts vsdll assemble at 6.30 a.m. 
and trek up the Moula Ali HilL Weekend, for these professionals who are part of 
H^^st.; - : . ■^ . ;^ the Greater H^^derabad Adventure Chib, is time to unwind with adventure. The 
lifestyle and GHAC, founded in May 2008 by Diyanat Ali, is a 700 -members group today, 

leisure Diyanat is an adventure enthusiast who has been trekking since 2000. "It was a 

leisure (general) small group earher/* he shares. He expanded the horizon on meetup.cpm, found 

like-minded people who would take pail in treks, river rafting and moimtain 
climbing. The largest exi^edition till date is the Mt. Everest base camp trek. The 
GHAC, hke other groups listed on meetupxom, taps social networking sites, 
twitter, You Tube and word-of- mouth publicity to draw more members, 

Hyderabad has nearly 30 meet-up groups on interests as different as salsa* 
metaphysics and i -phone. The groups have hel])ed out-of-towners who've 
moved into Hyderabad to fmd people sharing common interests. Sachin Verma, 
who floated the Hyderabad Clubbers and Backpacldng group, is an example. 
Working for an IT major, he moved from Delhi to Hyderabad last December and 
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missed having an active social life. "I then came across meet-up groups and 
signed up for a few. Zeroing in on my interest, I started this group two months 
ago. The club has 35 members," he says. The description of the group says it all; 
clubbing, socialising and networldng... fun is complimentar>'. 

In realit>', the group does more than networldng and having fim. A few members 
went on a bike trip to Bangalore, had informal music sessions and visited a 
school for underprivileged children. **We plan meets on themes and the next one 
is for people interested in start-up ventures. Dance, adventure sports, 
community sendee and other topics are being planned. By the end of the year, 
we plan to organise holidays to Bangkok, Leh and Kashmir/* says Sachin. 

Joining a meet- up group is simpk^.. Identify a group or begin a group on 
meetup.com, join as a member and you are on the mailing list of the group. 
Privacy settings ensure that your email id or contact details are not shared with 
others. Groups use free snis through Google to send out alerts to members. 
Groups meet daily, weekly or fortnightly. The meet-up calendars alert you about 
the next session of yoga, salsa or walk at the KBR Park. 

On a different pJaiic, there are groups such as the Yoga, Meditation and 
Spiritualit>' and the Metaphysical groups. Dr. D.S. Deb, a neurologist, foimded 
the Metaphysical group to help people share their spiritual experiences. 'Years 
of experience as a neurologist has taught me that there is more than just 
medicine to treat patients. T wanted to share these experiences," says Dr. Deb. 
The group, founded in July, has 75 members. 

The advantage of having meet- up groups, says Salil Ganeriwal who started the 
Yoga, Meditation and Spirituality group, lies in finding new people who connect 
for a reason: "Within two months we have 44 members and all of them are 
people I didn't know before." 

Other meet-up groups 

Hyderabad Fun Travellers group has planned a drive and hike ti'ip to 
Nagarjunsagar this weekend. 

Salsa group, founded by salsa insti*uctor Rishikesh Chhabra, is fortliose 
interested in different dance forms. The group meets eveiy Simday. 

Hyderabad Bicycling Club organises bicycle trips for beginners and regulai* 
bikers. 

Keywords: online meet-up groups, Clubbing, adventure, travel, yoga, salsa 
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Trekkie to teach Klingon language 

Animation student speaks phonetic Klingonese 



BY SANDRA THOMAS, VANCOUVER COURIER DNi^Sf ^.v AU . UST \ i^iic Cj 
STORY PHOTOS ( 1 ) 



begins to sing a chorus of the Klingon national anthem, in Klingonese, 
that the woman behind him puts down her newspaper and looks over. 

"Koi keh-less pook load. Koi Pook beh poo. Yoch bow math bow je shuv 
wee. Say moach chyu may ew. Mah shoov, mah nong...," Bae sings. 

Bae explains he speaks and sings Klingonese phonetically, which is how 
he intends to teach the language. Klingons are the warrior villains from 
the fictional Star Trek universe. The 36-year-old has started a Star Trek 
Klingon language "meetup" group, through which he hopes to share his 
skills in Klingonese. Meetup groups are arranged through an online 
website, meetup.com, dedicated to bringing people of similar interests 
together. 

"I always thought It was such a shame no one was teaching Klingonese 
locally," said Bae. "But when I checked [meetup.com] there were 12 
people here who wanted to learn. So I decided, why not?" 

The self-described 'Trekkie" said there are only 1 ,000 people in the 

world who speak fluent Klingonese, a language created in the early 
1990s by University of California linguist Marc Okrand for Paramount 
Pictures for use in several Star Trek sequels. Okrand published an 
official Klingon dictionary in 1992. "I know the translations of all of the 
Klingonese in all of the movies," said Bae. "But I'm still learning to speak 
it all fluently." 

When the Courier asked Bae to speak a common Klingon phrase, he 




Sitting in a coffee shop 
at the corner of 
Broadway and 
Manitoba Street 
Monday afternoon, 
none of the patrons 
blink an eye at Charles 
Bae's yellow Star Trek 
uniform shirt, or even 
his replica ray gun. 
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instantly offered up the Klingonese words for "Beam me up." He added 
Klingonese is just one of several languages he speaks, including 
Hebrew, French. Romanian, Russian, Arabic and Korean. 

Born in Canada, Bae was never taught to speak Korean, his parent's 
native language. But several years ago he went to Korea to teach 
English as a second language and as a result learned Korean. In a 
surprise twist, his new language skills landed him a job as a game show 
host on Korean TV, as well as a three-year gig as an on-air radio pundit. 
Upon his return to Canada, Bae began classes in 3-D animation at the 
Pacific Audio Visual Institute near Broadway and Main Street, which he'll 
complete in September. 

Bae said as a six-year-old child watching his parent's 21 -inch Sony, he 

Assumed Star Trek was real. 

'[\ thought the Starship Enterprise was a real place," said Bae. who 30- 
years later Is still a huge fan of everything Star Trek. "I used to think, 
'Poor Captain Kirk.' because he was always getting beaten up." 

Bae's dream is to meet actor William Shatner, the actor who played 
Capt. James T. Kirk in the original 1960s series and who remains a 

popular cult icon today. 

'Td love to meet William Shatner and do one of my Captain Kirk 
impressions for him," Bae said. 

Urged on by the Courier, Bae holds his arms up in a classic Kirk gesture 
and begins to speak in the captain's trademark halting style. 

"You Klingon bastard, you killed my son. You Klingon bastard," Bae said 
passionately, as the woman with the newspaper sitting behind him really 
starts to pay attention. 

Any Star Trek fans interested in learning Klingon can reach Bae through 
http.7/startrek.meetup.com/cities/ca/bc/vancouver. 

sthomas@vancourler.com 

© Copyright (c) Lower Mainland Publishing 
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DEAN'S NET EFFECT IS JUST THE 
START 

For many of us, Howard Dean's bid for the white house is ah'eady fading into the wonkier 
recesses of our brains, the famous scream taldng its place in politics-junlde lore with Mike 
Dukakis's tank ride and Ed Muskie's tears. The only remaining question in this saga involves 
the campaign's innovative use of the Internet for communit)' building, policy positioning and 
raising money. Considering the campaign's January cliff dive, one might reasonably ask 
whether this megapublicized phenomenon was overhj'ped. 

A portion of the punditry can't resist comparing the campaign to the tech boom of the '903— 
I • • an overinflated bubble that left its naive believers drenched in soap scum. 

Tr3' telling that to the architect of Dean's strategjs campaign manager Joe Trippi. "It wasn't a 
: dot-com bust," he insists. "It was a dot-com miracle,'' Point taken. It was only through the 
Internet that an obscure former governor raised more buclcs than a pack of better-knowi 
heavy hitters. It was only through the Internet that a new force in politics— impassioned Web 
logs by overcaffeinated advocates— was able to penetrate Big Media's immune system and 
spread the word through the hustings. It was only through tlie Internet, specifically by way of 
the groundbrealdng senice Meetup.com, that self-organizing groups of Deansters were able 
to hold thousands of gatherings around the country'. Tlie Internet provided Howard Dean 
with an amazing launchpad, and if there was any fault, we can look to the candidate's 
inexperience in the big-time-politics equivalent of rocl<et science. As tech obsen'er Esther 
Dyson noted at a conference on digital politics recently, "The best way to kill a bad product is 
with good advertising." 

In retrospect, we'll come to view Dean's 
Internet boost as less a miracle than an 
ine\itabiiit>^ To say that the marriage of 
politics and the Net wouldn't have happened 
\^^thout Dean or Trippi is like sa>ing that 
wthout the Kennedy-Nixon debates, 
television would not have dominated 
campaigning for the last 40 years. Someone 
else would have exploited the fact that this 
most powerful of media is now nearly 
ubiquitous, and future campaigns are going 
to come up with even more sophisticated 
ways to use the Net. "People will look back 
on the Dean campaign and say, - What a primitive thing'," says Trippi. 

In the short term, the Internet will continue to be a factor in the current election; Dean 
himself pledged last week to move his Web operations toward the twin goals of beating 
George W^ Bush and promoting the issues that were part of his run. Trippi had already 
decided to begin a Web-based grass-roots movement to push liberal issues. This puts both 
men in line with the successful MoveOn.org operation, an Internet-centered, Berkeley, Calif. - 
based group that's going to spend millions this year to tr>' to unseat the incumbent president, 
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All this is strong stuff, but 1 anticipate an even more powerful revolution to come when the 
disruptive grass-roots power of the Net is corralled not in elections but in governing. The 
Internet makes it possible to mobilize no-longer-silent majorities, who Avill make their voices 
heard in the same way that a measly 600,000 Net supporters did for Howard Dean, Trippi 
says that the idea is something the Dean forces never had time to articulate, but he is 
rapturous about the possibilities. "If you ever had millions of Americans in concert wth a 
president who's talking about health care, or real campaign -finance reform, he could say, 'I'm 
going to bring up this bill— send all the !obb>'ists away because the American people are 
going to come screaming in\" 

Imagine if a national leader decided to grab this tiger's tail in an effort to'bring affordable 
health care to the millions of uninsured families. He or she could launch a multipronged 
cyberassault on the special interests, fueled by the passion and desperation of millions of 
citizens who are either fed up with their health plans or panicked because they can't pay for 
one. Bloggers would spread sob stories. Legislators would be flooded vAth real e-mails from 
real constituents. Instant-response e-mails and postings could quickly refute fearmongering 
ads. Maybe, just maybe, a chronically intractable national crisis could be resolved. 

The prospect is so delicious that 1 decided to venture onto the Web myself and pluck do\yr\ 19 
bucks to resen^e a new domain name: healthcareforallamericans.org. I vow to turn over the 
• name to the first president with the sav\y and commitment to work the next miracle in 
politics and the Internet. 
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Meetup wants to be Facebook for 
the real world 

August 17. 2010 1:45 PM 

The social networking site is expanding beyond its web domain by introducing 
widgets to encourage impromptu meet ups. The media shy CEO explains his 
strategy to Fortune. 

Interview by Alex Kantrowitz, contributor 

See those Facebook "Like" buttons all over the web? If Meetup CEO Scott Heiferman has his way, 
his Meetup Everywhere buttons will be next. The New York-based social networking site, which 
currently has around 79,000 groups of people with common interests that, well, meet up, recently 
launched Meetup Everywhere, a widget that can be embedded into any web page, enabling 
visitors to plan meetups around the topics they're reading about. 

*</Vhlle just released two months ago, 
Meetup Everywhere is taking off fast. It is 
^ already in use by the Huffington Post, 
Mashable, Foursquare, Tech Crunch and, 
just last week, YouTube joined up. Yes, 
it's possible to meet up to discuss OMG 
cat. 

The Huffington Post, one of the earliest 
adopters, asked its readers to meet and 
talk about the Gulf Oil spill early in June. 
Since that posting, 1,812 people in 25 
countries have taken part in 439 
Meetups, all centered around 

brainstorming and taking action to help blunt the spill's impact. 

Meetup CEO Scott Heiferman usually works from behind the scenes, but he recently sat down 
with Fortune to discuss Meetup Everywhere and how It fits Into his company's ultimate goal: "a 
meetup everywhere about most everything." 

How far integrated into everyday life do you think Meetup Everywhere can 
actually become? 

Anything in the world can be a stimulus for a meet up. And it should be. It seems like an inevitable 
part of the future. If there's something that you're fired up about that you just read in the paper, 
whether Nicholas Kristof or Rachel Maddow or Glenn Beck are writing about it, there should be a 
concentration of twelve people within two blocks of you who really want to have a conversation 
about it, and are willing to do so tomorrow during lunch hour. That's where we want to see the 
world go. 

How did you test Meetup Everywhere? Did you use focus groups or other 
market research? 

We built Meetup Everywhere with absolutely nothing written down. There was no product spec, no 
mock-up. no strategy document. Absolutely nothing was written on paper or on screen about what 
this thing is, or what it's going to be, or how we're going to do it, or why we're going to do it, or 
how we should do it. It just sort of naturally evolved out of conversations here, and our VP of 
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engineering, Gary Burns, just started hacking it up one day, and we said, "let's do this." No focus 
groups or anything. It does seem funny to me that we have something that we think could really 
be transformative in so many ways and there's not a paragraph written about It internally. 

You realize you're trying to spur some serious beliaviorai cliange witli IVIeetup 
Everywiiere. How do you expect to overcome the challenges that come along 
with trying to get people to change the way they live their lives? 

I've got tens of thousands of years of human evolution and behavior behind me to say that people 
like the idea of real life, face-to-face conversation about something that's important to them. I'm 
not trying to bring in this whole new behavior. I'm trying to bring in a behavior that throughout 
human history has come pretty natural. That said, It's definitely a shift. 

The behavior of saying your customers may want to meet up with each other and talk about your 
product or service, in a culture where we're just hermetically sealed in our homes and we're 
scared of strangers, that sounds crazy. But that's going to be the future. 

Meetup has no public relations team and you've been known to generally avoid 
media attention. Why are you sitting here now? 

the idea Is have it [IVIeetup) be a great product. And as people use It, they will come to see it and 
Understand it, and eventually they will want to use It at their own organizations or their own 
companies. We've been really lucky in having great initial launch partners and, as you see other 
ones come through, it's coming from people at those organizations having experienced it and 
. ■ bringing it back it to their own organization. 

That said, we are still not having a PR department, but for the first time ever, I've had to change 

my opinion and change course. 

What we've realized is that, in the case of Meetup Everywhere, where its organizations, 
businesses, non profits using it, they really do have a lot of questions and It is so non -intuitive. I'm 
here because we want people to understand Meetup Everywhere. 

Do you think that Meetup has reached a growth ceiling? 

We haven't even hit our tipping point yet. We have not scratched the surface of what's possible, in 
fact, Meetup Everywhere gave us this awesome wake-up call. If the Huffington Post can put a little 
link somewhere and see all these meetups pop up, if authors can post on their blog that their 
readers should meet up with each other, If a business can do this simple nudge for people to meet 
up, and people want to meet up, what it tells us is that there's a lot more potential for Meetup in 
general than we've seen so far. 

Ten years down the road, what will Meetup look like? 

Could there be a company that has a footprint of serving a billion people with only 200 people on 
staff? That would be ideal. 

Tags: social networking, meetup, scott helferrTian. meetup everywhere, huffington post 
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www.hrc.org 


NOMINEES 




A World Connected 


http;//www,aworidconnect;ed,CQRi 


* Earth Island Institute 


http://www.earthisland.org 


^ Human Rights 


http;//www,hrCrOrg 


Campaign 




* San Francisco Bay Area 


http://www.indybay.ora/ 


Independent Media 




Center 




^ Tolerance.org 


http;//www,i;oler?ince.org 


iEST PRACTICiS 


{jJFe&Y AUiAI^D iiliNHE^ 




Google 


Google 


www.QooalG.com 


WWW.google.com 






* BBC News 


http://www.bbc.co.uk/news 


* Google 


http://www.aooale.com 


^ LEGO.com 


http://www.lego.CQm/ 


J Turner Classic Movies 


http://l;u rnerclassicm0vie5.com 


f Wiklpedia 


http://www.wikipedia.ora 




ijISBBV ftWftR-D WIMHCP 




P.O.V.- Borders: 


Noggin 



* BACK TO TOP 



A BACK TO TOP 



Environment 

WWW . pbs . o rg/ po v/bo rders/ 



www.noaam.com 
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NOMJNEES 

CBC Radio 3 
* Heavy 
J Noggin 

f P.O.V.- Borders: 

Environment 
» ZeD 



tittp : //v^wvj . cbcradio3 . com 
Inttp : //www. Ilea vy.com 
http://www.noaain.com 

ht;tp;//www.pbs.Qrg/pQv/borcler$/inclex, fla?h, 
httpi/Zzed.cbCTca 



COMMERCE 



A BACK TO TOP 



UIFeSY AidAI^D bJ)K4K{(:R 



iTunes l^lusic Store eBay 
wwvY,apple,com/itgngg/$tQrig/5hop,htn?l wwyv.Qbay.com 



NOHiKiees 

? Big Fun Toys 

> eBay 

f iTunes l^uslc Store 
^ l^artha Stewart Living 
^ Netflix 



htt:p: //www. bigfuntovs.com 
hUp;//www.eb9y.cQm 

http://www.apple.com/itunes/store/shop.html 

http://www.marthast ewart.com 

http://www.nQtflix.CQm 



. BACK TO TOP 



COMMUNITY 



WE&&Y AWi:>K:D filfWNEft 




Wlkipedia 


LIvejournaLcom 


www.wil<ipedla.ora 


www.livejoMrnalfCPm 






^ FictionAlley.org 


http;//www.fictionalley.ora/ 


> Friendster 


http://www.friendster,com 


}^ Livejournal.com 


http://www.liveiournal.com/ 


* SuicideGirls 


http://www.suiddegirls.com 


^ Wil<ipedia 


http://www.wikipedia.ora 



A BACK TO TOP 



EDUCATION 



{|[E&eY AtjJAl^D UiiHNEt; 

BBC - Human Body 

www.bbc.co. ui</science/humanbodv 



FeSPlE'S VOICE WIHMBR 

NationalGeographic.com Education 
www.nationalgeographic.com/education 



* BBC - Human Body 

^ Halifax Explosion 

^ NationalGeographic.com 

Education 
^ Newseum - The Interactive 

Museum of News 
^ Shakespeare: Subject to Change 



http://www.bbc.co.ul</5Cience/humanbody 

http://www.cbc.ca/halifaxexplosiQn 

http://www.natiQnalaeoaraphic.com/education 

http://www.newseum.org 

http://www.ciconline.QrQ/bdpl/ 



A BACK TO TOP 



FASHION 

IjJEB&V AblARD iiffMNEP 

Colette 

wwWrCQlette.fr 



PEOPLE'S VOICE WINNgft 

www.style.com 
Www.gtyle.pQm 



NOMfMEES 
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Webby Awards 



i Big Magazine http://www.biQmaaazine.com/home.htm 

Colette htt;p://www.(;olQtt:Q.fr 

^ ISSEY MIYAKE http : //www. issevmiva ke.com/ 

> SHOWstudio http://www.shQwstudio.com 

f www.style.com http://www.style.com 



* BACK TO TOP 



FILM 



FOG OF WAR 

www.sonyciassics.CQm/foaofwar/index 



Sundance Online Film Festival 
www.sundanceonlinefiimfestival.ora 



N0M1MEE5 

'f DOGVILLE http://www.tvropa.CQm/DoQville/ 

* FOG OF WAR http://www.sonvclassics.com/foQQfwar/index. 

j> Spellbound http://www.speHboundmovle.CQm 

Sundance Online Film Festival http://www.sundanceonllnefilmfestivai.QrQ/ 

^ The Dreamers http://www.the-dreamers.com/ 



A BftCK TO TOP 



FINANCE 



UE&eV ftlilARD IjJiNMFR 

U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
WWVV.?ec„gQY 



U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
www.sec.qov 



? Citt 

^ idAnalytics 

* Mari<etocracy 

* U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 

* Yodiee 



http://www.citibaniconiine.com 

httpV/vywwjdgn^lytlcgtWm 
http ; //WW w , ma rketQcracy.com 
http;//www,sec.gQV 

http://www.vodiee.com 



* BftOK TO TOP 



GAMES 



Yohoho! Puzzle Pirates 
Www.puzzlepirates,cQm/ 



BrettspieiWelt 
(Board Game World) 
www.brettepielwelt.de 



WOMIWEES 

* BrettspieiWelt (Board 
Game World) 

* Samorost 

^ Star Wars Galaxies 
> There 



http://www.brettspielwelt.de/ 

http://analoaik.orq/dQwnlQads/multimedia/s... 
http://starwarsqalaxies.station.5Qny.com/ 
http://www.there.com 



^ Yohoho! Puzzle Pirates http : //www . puzzlepi rates.com/ 



^ BflOK TO TOP 



GOVERNMENT + LAW 



HealthyOntario.com 
www.heaithyQntario.com 



Fed Stats 

www . f edsta ts. qqv 



WfiMIWEC-? 

* Brisbane City Council http://www.brisbane.qld. gov.au/ 

• FedStats httD://www.f edsta ts. gov 
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♦ HealthyOntarlo.com 


http://www.healthyontano.com 


f The Scottish 


httD://www. Scottish. paHiapnent.uk 


Parliament 




^ Washington State 


http://www.pdc.wa.gov/ 


Public Disclosure 




Comnnission 




HEALTH 


WPRftV AWftRO tiflWWPP 




KidsHealth 


cancerfacts.com 


KidsHealth.ora 


www.cancerfacts.com 






^ Black Wonnen's Health 


http://www.BlackWomensHealth.org 


Imperative 




* cancerfacts.com 


http://www.cancerfacts.com/ 


* HIVSTOPSWITHME 


h ttD : //www . h i vsto pswith me.ora 


* KidsHealth 


httD://KldsHealth.ora 


* teen wire 


http://www.teenwlre.com/ 



*^ BACK TO TOP 



HUMOR 



liJPeeV ftWftSrD liffWHPP 




The Onion 


The Onion 


www.theoniofircom 


www.theQnion.coiTi 






> Engrish.com 


ht|;p://wwwr^ngri§h,wm 


*■ l^lodern Humorist 


hi^p;//www.modernhMmon$tcom 


* Red vs. Blue 


http ; //wwWt red Y5bl ue tcom/ 


^ The Onion 


http;//www,t:heonlon,CQm 


^ WHITEH0USE.ORG 


http;//www.wh!tehouse.org 


LIVING 


lUPEiEV ftWftRD WJMWPfi 




Epicurious.com 


Epicurious.com 


WWVVtepicurious.com 


WWWrepjcgrious.com 






* DIYnetwork.com 


http://divnetwork.com 


^ Epicurious.com 


http://www.epicurious.com 


> Food Network 


http://www.foodnetwork.com 


^ GoCltyKids 


http://aocjtvkids.com 


^ Readymade 


ht;t;p://www.readynnad§m^gr<;orn/ 



^ BACK TO TOP 

MUSIC 

liiEBSV AWAJtD WtWMER PEOPie'5 VOhiE liMMN^R 

iJunes Music Store iTunes Music Store 

WwyvT^ppje^wm/itungs/store/ www.apple.com/itunes/store/ 

N0HIMEE5 

* BeatPort http : //w w w . bea tport . com 
^ Bleep http://ww w.bleep.com 

* iTunes Music Store http;//wwWiapple.CQm/lt une5/stQrQ/ 
*■ Live365 - The World's http;//www. Iive365.com 
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Largest Internet Radio 
Network 

* muslcplasnna http://www.nnusicplasma.cQm/ 



^ BACK TO TOP 



NET ART 



fihifitiCt UltHMER 


PEOPt.C'5 VOICE WIWHER 


Access 


Gravity 


www.accesspro1ect.net/ 


art.teleportacia.ora/exliibition/GRAVITY/ 






r Access 


In ttp : //www . accessproiect. net/ 


communimage 


http://www.communimage.ch/engl/ 


» Gravity 


http://art.teleportacia.ora/exhibition/GRA.., 


^ Uncle Roy All Around 


http://www.uncleroVallaroundyou.co.uk/ 


You 




^ velvet-strike 


http : //www . opensorcery . net/ vel vet-stri kef 



A BACK TO TOP 



NEWS 



lifEBBV fkUiff^G liUNNEE 

BBC News 

www.ipbc.CP.Mk/newg 



r>E£iPLE'€ VOIfiE tiUhimfi 

TheSmokingGun 
thesmQkinggun.cQnn 



NOMINEES 

^ Aljazeera.Net 
^ BBC News 

* NationalGeographic.com 
News 

* RocketNews 

* TheSmokingGun 



http://enaiish.aMazeera.net/HomePaQe 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news 

ht;tp://www-nat;iQnaigeographic.conn/ngws 

http;//www,rock$i;ngws.com 
httpi/zthesmokingguntcom 



A BftCK TO TOP 



PERSONAL 



wceev ftWftR-o uunmeb 


PEOPLE'5 V/CiJCE WINNER 


RAKU-GAKI.CO|V| 


This is our son, so far 


WWW,r^KM-q?ki.cpm/ 


www.$i;?ve?ndn?.CQm/kyn?n 


WCiH{WE6S 




^ Brukoworld 


http://www.brukoworld.com 


* Ggreg.com 


http;//www.ggregrCQm 


^ Jeff Harris 


http://www.1effharris.ora 


* RAKU-GAKI.COI^ 


http://www.raku-aaki.com/ 


f This is our son, so far 


http://www.steveandri^.com/kynan 


POLITICS 


hiE&eV AIlfAPD iJliNMFR 


F'FfiP-LE'S WflfftE ttMNNFIf 


Meetup 


Biog for America 


www.meetup.com 


bloaforamenca.com 


NOMIMECS 




> Biog for America 


http ;//l?Ioqfor9m?ric;9, com 


^ Center for Responsive 


http;//wwwTOpensecrets,org 


Politics 




^ Electronic Frontier 


http://www.eff.ora/ 


Foundation 




• Meetup 


http : //wwwt meQtup.pom 
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f NYTimes.com Political http://www.nvtlmes.com/campaiQns 
Campaigns 



PRINT ♦ZINIS 



WEBBY ftUIAPD WJNNgR 




{fray} 


National Geographic: Online Edition 


www.fray.com 


www.nationalaeoaraphic.com/maaazine 






* AlterNet 


httD://www.alternet.ora 


-f Mother Jones magazine 


http://www.motheriones.com 


^ National Geographic: 


http://www.natlonalaeoaraphic.com/maaazine 


Online Edition 




^ Nerve 


http : // www. nerve.cpm 


^ {fray} 


httP;//Www.fray.com 


RADIO 




UIE&BV AlttAi^D iiJitviNER 




KEXP Radio Online 


Live365 - The World's 


wwwrkexp.org 


Largest Internet Radio 




Network 




www.|jve365.com 






»- Darli/^ Mnlirtea 

^ i\iiAr KaQio wniine 


Mttp i// www**^expj.Qxg 


^ Live365 - The World's 


h ttp ; //www. li ve365 .com 


Largest Internet Radio 




Network 




* Public Radio Exchange 


http://wwwTpr?^.org 


p PublicRadioFan.com 


h ttp ; // www. PM blicr^d jpfa n ,com 


t WTOP Radio 


http://www.wtopnews.com/ 


SCIENCE 




WEBBY AUmftD WJHWER 




Exploratorium 


How Stuff Works 


WWW.expjpratQriMnn.^dg/ 


Www.how5tuffwprk5.com 








fILLp./ / WWW,UUL.LU.UK/bH/ 


- Edheads Virtual Knee 


http : //www. edheads. ora/activitles/knee/ 


Surgery 




* Exploratorium 


http://www.exploratorium.edu/ 


^ How Stuff Works 


http;//www.hPW$tMffwork§rCPm 


Hubble Space 


http;//wwwihubbleslte,prg 


Telescope 




SERVICES 


A. 


UlfBBV A 111 ft SD WIHWEJf 


ppopiE's VOICE wiwweif 


Google 


Google 


www.aooale.com 


www.aooale.com 






* Google 


http : //www.aoooie.com 


^ Gracenote CDDB 


http;//www.grapenpte.com/mM$iQ 
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* iTunes Music Store http://www.applexom/itunes/stQre/shop.html 

- Meetup http://www.meetup.com 

> MIT OpenCourseWare http://Qcw.mit.edu/index.html 



SPIRfTUALITY 



W?BEV UHHNPfi 


p^optp'?. vote? uiiwMfft 


GraceCathedral.org 


beliefnet 


www.GraceCathedral.orq 


www.beliefnet.com 






> Ashrel- Happy, Blessed 


htto: //www. ashrei.com 


^ beliefnet 


http://www.beliefnet.com 


^ GraceCathedral.org 


http://www.GraceCathedrai.ora 


* My Hero —Heroes of 


http://www.mvhero.com/faith/faith content.^sp 


Faith 




t MyJewishLearning.com 


http://www.myjevvishlearning.conn 



SPORTS 



iiice{%v Aiimi^ri MiMMci: 


PEOFtP'?. VOICE WINWER 


BBC Sport 


ESPN.com 


news.bbc-cQfUk/spQrt/ 


Www.espn.qom 






* BBC Sport 


http : //news.bbc.co. uk/spnrt/ 


^ ESPN.com 


http;//www.e$pnrCQm 


^ eteamz 


httD://www.eteamz.com/companv/sites/finder/ 


* NASCAR.COM's 


httpi/Zwyvw-ngsg^rTWrn/multim^dia/^bPUt/ 


TrackPass with 




PitComnaand 




^ Streetplay.com 


htt;p;//www.streetplay.cQrTi/ 


TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT 


li>P&&V AUASD iiMMHPI^ 




Map24 


Map24 




wwwTmap24.com 






^ Everything2 


llttp://wvvw. everything2.com 


^ Grid Technology 


http://andcafe.web.cern.ch/aridcafe/ 


^ Map24 


http://www.map24.com 


> teoma.com 


http://www.teoma.com 


■* Unihan Database 


b1;|;p://WWWrUniCQde.prq/chsrls/Mnihan.htm| 






TRAVEL 


IdPPBY liMWMES 


PEdPl.e'-S VOICE WIWWFB 


IgoUgo 


Lonely Planet Online 


www.iaouao.com 


www.lonelyplanet.com 


NOMINEES 




^ Fodors.com 


hl;tp://wwwTfodQr5,com 


5^ IgoUgo 


httD://www.iaouao.com 


y LonelyPlanet.com 


http://www.lonelyplanet.com 


► LuxuryUnk.com 


htt;p;//wwwTluxurylink.cQm 


* Pure NZ 


httD://www.newzealand.com 
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^ BACK TO TOP 



TV 



hiE&&Y AIiiAfiD UINNER 




PBS.org 


HlstoryClianneI.com 


www-pte.Qrg 


WW w - H i5tory Ch^ nnei.com 






^ FRONTLINE World 


http://www.pt)s.Q,rg/frQntlineworid 


f HistoryChannel.com 


httD://www. HistorvCliannGl.com 


J- Home and Garden 


httD://www. hatv.com/ 


Television 




* Noggin 


htt;p://WWW. noggin. qom 


* PBS.org 


http;//www.pbs.orq 



A BACK TO TOP 



WEIRD 



liir&&Y AdtARD liiiNN^ti 




Car Stuck Girls 


Car Stuck Girls 


www.qsrstMqkgirls.com 


www , C9 r§tu<;kg 1 ris, com 






* A Portrait of You and 


http://www.johgnn9S- 


Stevie Nicl<s 


art.com/Portraits.htm 


> Car Stuck Girls 


http://www.carstuckairls.com 


* Cliff Pickover's Reality 


h ttp ; //www , rea 1 1 tyca rn 1 va 1 , co m 


Carnival 




> Fortean Times 


http://www.forteantimes.com/ 


* weirdomusic.com 


http;//weirdomus{c,com 


YOUTH 


Ui^^P.V AWAf-n HUHNPR 




WIRETAP 


PBS Kids Online 


www.wiretapmaa.ora 


Www.pt)skid?.Qrg 






? Arthur 


http://pbskids.ora/arthur 


» Listen Up! 


http://www.l}5t^ngp.prg 


» PBS Kids Online 


http://www.pbskids.org 


^ The Fin, Fur and 


hH-p://www.fffbl.com 


Feather Bureau of 




Investigation 




^ WIRETAP 


htt:p://www.wiretapmag.Qrg 



A BACK TO TOP 



download the winners 

click here to download a complete list of webbv and peop le's voice award winners . 



about the sites' content 

Content published on Webby Award nominated sites does not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Webby Awards, Inc., its staff or members of the Int'i Academy of Digital Arts & Sciences 
(individually or collectively). They are selected by an independent panel of judges — 
professionals in their category with expertise on the internet. 

Sites are evaluated based on Academy set criteria (content, structure & navigation, visual 
design, Interactivity, functionality and overall experience), as well as the panels own definition 
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Technology Review: Innovator of the Year: Scott Heiferman 



HOME j VIDEOS I BIOGS 1 BmEFIl^GS I COMMUNITY T MAG AZINS | NEWSIETTERS | EVENTS I RESOURCES SUBSCRIBE 

Computing i Web | CommuriicaHons Energy Materials Blomedlclne Business ■■^^■■■i Searchi 



Innovator of the Yean Scott Heiferman 

CEO of Meetup.com pioneered the disruptive idea of going online to go 
offline 

By Neil Savage StPTI ^B^r jo, 2004 

In a season when bloggers, Internet polling, and online donations are reshaping presidential 

politics, the man who created one of the first Web services to emerge during the Democratic 
primaries has been named Technology Reviews Innovator of the Year for 2004. 

Scott Heiferman, 32, is cofounder and CEO of [Vleetup.com, a site dedicated, he says, to going 

online to go offline. IMeetup provides software and a database that allows people with common 
interests to organize themselves, bringing together people devoted to everything from flying l<ites 
(nine groups with 13 members as of September 29) to electing John Kerry president (834 groups, 
136,619 members). > 

Heifermans quest is to use technology to bring bacl< some of the human-to-human interactions 
that have fallen by the wayside with the slow disappearance of such social groups as Elks Clubs 
and bowling leagues. He says he was inspired by the events to September 11 to try and build 
community among alienated Americans. 

Accepting the award in MITs Kresge Auditorium Wednesday evening, Heiferman said credit for 
l^leetups innovation should also go to the companys two other cofounders, Peter Kamali, i^leetups 
chief technology officer, and Matt Meeker, vice president of member experience. But he stressed 
that whats really innovative about Meetup.com is what users do with it. Holding up the award, he 
said. This really is for the people who are using Meetup innovatively and organizing things in their 
communities. 

In an interview afterward, Heiferman said he was shocked by the recognition. My partners and I 
werent the big stars, we just built the stage for other people, he said. 

But Technology Review editor in chief Jason Pontin said the'judges for the award found Heifermans 
work genuinely innovative, and also felt it will serve as a lesson to future innovators. What we 
found striking about Scott was the swiftness of his influence and how genuinely disruptive his idea 
was, Pontin said. 

Pontin cited the way Howard Dean gained momentum as an early contender for the Democratic 
presidential nomination in part because his supporters used Meetup as an organizing tool. In the 
months before the Iowa caucuses, about 190,000 people were using the website to get together 
with fellow Dean supporters. What was interesting about the Dean insurgency is that it really was 
grassroots. 

Heiferman was one of 100 people under age 35 named the worlds top young innovators by 
Technology Review, The Innovator of the Year award was presented during the Emerging 
Technologies Conference, sponsored by the magazine. 
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Technology Review: Innovator of the Year: Scott Heiferman 



During a panel discussion at the conference with three other TRIOO winners, Heiferman said 
Meetup.com is disruptive because it provides a powerful tool for users to organize themselves 
around any issue that interests them. From civil rights to womens rights to all kinds of rights, when 
people get organized they have all kinds of power, he said. 

One audience member stood during a question and answer period to say he had gone online 
during the panel discussion and signed up for a Meetup group in California that discusses biology. 
Another audience member asked the panelists how to encourage children to grow up thinking 
innovatlvely. 

Youve got to be really good at math and science to innovate, but too much math and science 
doesnt leave room for creativity, Heiferman responded. Goofing around is really important. 

To use Meetup.com, people sign up at the website, indicating where they live and what topics 
theyre interested in. When a certain number of like-minded people in the same area have 
registered, the site announces a meeting. The meetings can happen anywhere; in a restaurant, 
bar, local library, or private home. Restaurants and the like can sign up to be venues for events. 
And to assure things run smoothly, the company just added the role of local organizer, so that one 
of the volunteers makes sure meetings run smoothly. 



story continues below 




Meetups cover a wide range of topics, all according to user interest. There are the Trekkies, of 
course (254 groups, 2,401 members), but theyre outnumbered by Bill OReilly fans (277 groups, 
5,731 members), There are people who drive Mustangs (211 groups, 809 members) and people 
who read Ayn Rand (126 groups, 646 members). More than 10,000 users signed up for Republican 
Party groups, more than 67,000 signed up for Democratic Party meetups, and almost 5,000 want 
to support Ralph Nader in 2004. 

Panel moderator Robert Metcalfe, the inventor of Ethernet and now a venture capitalist, joked 
about the sites use for political purposes. My wife and I have used Meetup for a gathering of both 
Republicans in Massachusetts, he said. 
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Full List - 50 Best Websites of 2004 - TIME 



Special Reports * Best Websites ♦ Worst Cars • Time 100 « Time 100 Roundtable • Design 100 » Best Inventions 



50 Best Websites of 2004 



First, a caveat. This is not a directory of the 50 greatest websites ever. Rather, it's a tally of the 

best sites launched — or piqued our interest in some way — since last year's list Think of it as 
our round-up of 50 nifty links we think you should check out. So get clicking! 



NEWS & INFORMATION 

• Nationalgeographiccom/education 
. BBC.co.uk 

• BlogtinesxOm 

• eHow.com 

. ET.Iv.yahoo com 

• Factclieck.org 

• Fedstats.gov 

• News.google.com 

• PBS,org/pov/borders 

• SEC.gov 

• SSA.gov/OACT/babynames 

LIFESTYLE & CULTURE 

• Apple.com/itunes/ store/ 

• Cancerfacts.com 
. Engadget 

. FFFBI.com 
. Freshdirect,com 

• Kidshealth.org 

• Metacntic.com 

• Mojam.com 

• Noggin.com 

• Talkingpointsmemo.com 

• Wordswithoutborders com 
. Yoox.com 

COMMUNITIES 

. Triggerstreet.com 

• Tolerance.org 
. Sittercity.com 

• Meetup.com 

. iPodlounge.com 




Full List 



http://wvvw.timexom/time/speclals/packages/completelist/0;29569,2012560,00.titml[^^ 6:51:12 PM] 



Full List - 50 Best Websites of 2004 - TIME 

• Freecycle.org 

. Friendster.com 

• CraigslisLcom 

TOOLS & ESSENTIALS 

• Testmyspeed.com 

• Researchbuzz.org 

• Refdesk.com 

• Photos.yahoo.com 

• Mobissfmo.com 

• Maps.yahoo.com 
. Local.google.com 

• JiWire.com 

• Froogle.com 

• Freetranslation.com 
. A9,com 

JUST FOR FUN 

• Accessproject.com 

. Comedycentral.com 

• eBay com 

t Newseum . org/newsmania 

• Puzzlepirates.com 

• Sonyclassics.com/badass 

• There.com 

. Trevorvanmeter.com/flyguy 
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ctiay's Afrmity for Meeiup.com 
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sBay's Affinity for Meetup.com 

The online auctioneer has a lot in common with the virtual 
community site, so it took a nibble 

The online auciiof> colossus has caught a dose of 

commLfniiy aotivism On Mar 9 eBay (EBAY) jotned five ^ ..H' - 
other mvestors io purchase a minonty share .n ^ Phnwr .F,.^.d.y v«rs.or 

communily Web s.te Meet jp.com * -ns Story 

> Reader Comments 



The invoslmaiit vviil totai jLst more than 10% equily 
interest Weetap corn, which connects folks to affinity 
groups like stay at -tiome moms or Chihuahua iovers for 
offii'ie gathersjvgo Aftnough the companies refuse to 
reveal the ddlta* vfsiue. estimates pift trie investment - in 
which eBay is joineci by Omidyar Network. Draper Ftsher 
Jurvelson. Esther Dyson. Aller^ & Co.. and Senator Bill 
Bradley - at less than SIC million. 

The investment makes sense for eBay as it continues to 
focus on building contmiinlties, says spokesperson Hani 
Durzy "You would never be able to separate the 

commun{^/ fron-s the commerce on eBay." he says 

LOTS OF OVERLAP Aiso. eBay is looking to connect to 
more consumers locally To iliat end. Ourzy says there is 
already significanl overlap in users. He points 1o a Dallas 
Meetup group tormed for folks who sell on eBay. Says 
Durzy. 'We se« a simllariny in philosophy " 

Indeed. Meetup plans to use a portion of the investment 
to 'aunch s»x conferences across the country not .so 
dussimiiar Irom lha eBay t ve conference the company 
iiOids annually to Drintj sellers together. Says Scott 
Heiferman, =We want !o help organizers beco.me great 
ieaders." The rsrst Meetup conference will happen in 
Houston in May 

Also Meetup vvjH tjse its new resources to launch an 
advertising campaign to draw attention to local groups. 
The first f^eetup posters will hit New York City subways 
on Mar 24 says Hetferman 



With whiGh of the f oilowsng 
statements on outsourcmg 
do you most agree? 

Q The benefits of 

outsourcinQ to 

corporate America iex 

outweigh the costs 
Q There's an even split 

between the drawbacks 

and rewards 
Q Any benefits are 

overshadowed by the 

loss of U.S. jobs 

Q Urtsure 

IfiW POLL RESULTS » 



Search for business 
contaots: 



Last Name : 



. Company Name ; 



PREMIUM SEARCH 
Search by job title, 
geography and build a 
list of executive oontacte 



'itwVjT'urr 



^ MoslRec«n» 
f Most PoiKJiar 



DEAN S SOAPBOX. Founded in 2002, Meetup first gained national attention for 
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eBay's AlTmii^ for Meeuip ctjin 



taunchmg Howard Dean's brief Presidenlia' candidacy cJuf ing the 2004 elections. The site 
nad 54.000 Meetup groups listed last May, when it began charging a small subscription 
fee of up lo $19 monU^iy to sponsor the groups Since then the number of groups has 
dropped ro just over 10.0CG. but more members have begun attending meetings- 
•Members are more active because the quality of the groups has improved." says 
Heiferman 

In addition to large recent awiulsitions such as Intarnel phone provider Skype.com, eBay 
nas purchased mmonly stakes in other Web sites as an effort to learn about new forms 
of community-building, in August. 2004. the company purchased a 25% stake in online- 
classifieds site CraigsNstorg. The company also has a minority stake in 
MeroadoUbrc* com an eBay-like auction Web situ \n Latin Amenca. 

Pierre Omidyar. eBay's founder, already holds a seat on Meetup's board. "My belief thai 
business can be a tool for social good is validated by eBay and Meetup's ability to 
connect people over shared interests through a for-profit model." he said In a statement. 



By Jessi Hempe! 



